SAVING OUR LAKES & OPEN SPACES

SOLD DOWN THE RIVER!






SOMETIMES YOU JUST NEED TO GET A FIRST HAND
ACCOUNTING......ccoeiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee

To My Neighbors
John Merchant. merchant30@gmail.com
August 22, 2024

Pardon the pun, but you all were sold down the river at last evening's
CSD Board Meeting. There is clear evidence that approving "will serve"
letters for the remainder of the Riverview Development (South) and the
Residences Development(adjacent to Stonehouse Park) put our water
inventory significantly below a one year supply. On June 1 of each year,
CSD must cease pumping water from the Cosumnes River. If the river
flow fails to allow pumping to begin again on November 1, we will run out
of water in a matter of months. The demand placed on our water supply
will most likely guarantee that you and | will live in a perpetual state of
conservation in order to give the water we save to the developers.

While this board action is very concerning, it is not a surprise. CSD
selected Maddaus Consulting and awarded their $400K contract without
a single competitive bid. It was clear that Maddaus was being selected
with the developers’ blessing. An audio exists of that particular meeting.
| objected, without success to using Maddaus for the fourth time and
asked that we select a new firm to assess our ability to support 1000
new homes. Maddaus began her work under specific direction of the
(then) CSD Director of Operations. He made it clear that “his job was to
find water for the developer” and he widely circulated that opinion.
Maddaus began the process by “working backwards” to obtain a specific
conclusion. This was crucial to my concern that she would be hired for a
fourth time to obtain the exact result of her other three water plans.
Again, | remain unsurprised by her work to date.

Here is what we must all understand. CSD’s action has now multiplied



the risk that our current residents will be mandated to a significant level
of conservation. We will live with mandated conservation forever and
hope that a drought does not curtail the flow of the Cosumnes.

From 6/25 to 7/3, our water supply went down 497 acre feet or_15% in

35 days. Almost 40% of that water inventory was lost to seepage and
evaporation. Without implementing conservation, we will have only 2.7

months of water in reserve on June 1 once this development is
completed. If we all cut water use in half, we can last for 5 months
without some kind of emergency supply.

While this is insanity, three (3) of our CSD Board Directors believe that
“‘we have no choice” because we promised these developers water in
2007 (and in the case of the Riverview south development as early as
the 1990’s). They believe that since we are radically low on water
storage, it will not matter if we simply add these entitled properties into
the mix. These Directors believe we will be sued should we refuse to
honor this obligation. This is probably true. It is also true that we will
probably be sued if we guarantee the water, but do not deliver.

Last evening’s debacle did not include consideration for the application
for the future Rancho North’s Villages A-H 697 units presently inactive at
the Sac County Planning Dept. These 697 units are included in this
water plan and will be granted water should the board vote to approve
the final document. The water plan suggests solutions to overcome our
grossly deficient water storage. All of these solutions are expensive,
unattainable or will take years to accomplish. It is suggested that getting
a permit to use Lake Clementia for drinking water will “fix” this problem. |
will tell you, without reservation, that Clementia will NOT mitigate our
lack of water storage.

There is not one drop of water for the development of another 697
homes. | have suggested that starting each year with a one year supply
of water is both conservative and prudent. | say “a one year supply”
without suggesting that we have another one year supply of water for



emergencies.

We have no emergency supply of water...... NONE! If the river does not

run on November 1 and CSD misses a pumping_season, we will run out

of water! An emergency supply_of water is required for Districts whose

residential connections exceed 3,000 homes. CSD, today, has 2,829
connections and will soon be subject to this mandate. Again, we have no

back-up water supply !

You were well represented by Directors Booth and Butler at last
evening’s meeting. Both voted to deny additional water to the
developers. They also recommended the Board wait to see the results of
the water plan before making a decision. Both motions were defeated by
a 3-2 margin. | will not be seated on this Board until December. Had |
occupied that fifth seat, | would have voted with Butler and Booth to
deny this request until such time as we could review the draft document
of a completed water plan. | will, however, be seated on this Board
when the County of Sacramento asks CSD if the water supply will
support 697 additional homes. That decision making process will be
significantly influence by the Petition that 1,400 of you have already
signed. We plan to notify the County and the State Water Board
immediately of our concerns and to notify them of the Petition itself. We
will continue to gather signatures until we formally present that Petition.
It will then contain a significantly higher number of signatures and it will
be a key part of our protest.

If you have not signed, please do so. (go to solosrm.org/moratorium)

Many of you have asked if SOLOS intends to initiate any legal action
against the inaccuracies of the water plan or the giveaway of water we
do not have. We have had discussions with water lawyers and there is
an engagement letter on my desk. We believe it will be more impactful to
challenge an actual document which, at this time, does not exist. There
will also be a Water Supply Assessment which the County will use to
authorize or prevent development. It is possible we will act against this



aocument. vve are not tnere yet but we wiil be reaay snouid tne need
arise to legally defend ourselves.

If you have been following this issue, you understand that my position on
this issue is quite clear. | will take that with me to the CSD Board of
Directors. | promise you that | will do everything | can to be sure that
those of us who live here NOW are the beneficiaries of a safe and
reliable water supply. Thanks for your support.

John Merchant

PLEASE SIGN APETITION. Go to solosrm.org/moratorium
OR, pick up at Petition at the Local Bean, or one of these addresses:

6040 Puerto Drive (North)
15043 Magno Crt. (South)

Drop off signed Petitions at the above locations.

***Please help us by printing 10-15 Petitions and give them to your
friends and neighbors.

Share on social
Rancho Murieta
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